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AP U.S. HISTORY– 2019 
OPTIONAL SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

 
We know how busy summer can be and realize the importance of making sure you are taking time to enjoy 
being with your family and to rejuvenate yourself for the upcoming school year. For that reason, and per school 
district recommendations, there is no required summer work for the AP- US History class. 
 
However, there is a LOT that gets covered during the school year in a very short amount of time and at a very 
fast pace. For that reason, we are providing some optional choices that will help give you a distinct advantage 
once the school year starts if you choose to participate. You will receive credit for your work!  
 
Listed below are some book and film options that provide information or depict various time periods in 
American history.  
 
Keep in mind while watching the films that the primary reason Hollywood makes movies is to entertain and to 
make money. Therefore Hollywood producers often take liberties and stretch the historical facts to make their 
movies sell. As we discuss these in class during the year we will point out what is fact and what is fiction.  
 
Where do I get the books and/or movies? The public library often has copies of some of them. Netflix has a 
number of the movies. Barnes and Noble and Amazon for their reading devices usually have electronic 
versions of the books and some of them are even free. 
 

If you have any questions please feel free to e-mail Mr. Rach at william.rach@ocps.net 
 

THE ASSIGNMENT: 
1) WATCH ANY TWO OF THE MOVIES BELOW AND COMPLETE A “FILM ANALYSIS FORM” 
FOR EACH MOVIE. (FORM IS ATTACHED ON LAST PAGE) 
2) READ ONE BOOK FROM THE LIST AND COMPLETE THE “READING REPORT PAPER.” 
(DIRECTIONS ARE NEXT TO BOOK OPTIONS) 
 

Movies: (The movies are listed, as often possible, in the chronological order of study for the class) 
+ The New World - (PG-13) The story of the English exploration of Virginia, and of the changing world and loves of 
Pocahontas. 
+ 1776 - (PG) Writing of the Declaration of Independence. 
+ The Alamo – (1960- Unrated/2004- PG13) Texas Revolution – either version will be ok 
+ The Conspirator – (PG-13) Lincoln’s assassination 
+ Lincoln – PG-13) Covers the final 4 months of Lincoln’s life 
+ Gettysburg - (PG) The Northern and Southern armies fight the decisive battle of the Civil War 
+ Gods and Generals – (PG-13) Story of Stonewall Jackson  
+ Gone with the Wind – (G) Civil War and Reconstruction from the viewpoint of the South 
+ Wyatt Earp – (PG-13) Good and the bad times of one of the West’s most famous individuals 
+ Rough Riders – Theodore Roosevelt and the Spanish American War 
+ Flyboys - (PG-13) The adventures of the Lafayette Escadrille, young Americans who volunteered for the French 
military before the U.S. entered World War I, and became the country's first fighter pilots. 
+ The Great Gatsby – (PG-13) 1920s lifestyle as seen through the eyes of a rich man 
+ Cinderella Man – (PG-13) Story a man during Great Depression struggling to support family 
+ The Grapes of Wrath - (Unrated) Story of Midwest family forced off their land during the Great Depression 
+ Pearl Harbor – (PG-13) Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor World War II 
+ Unbroken - (PG-13) Story of US Olympian Louis Zamperini in WWII, shot-down and prisoner-of-war 
+ Red Tails – (PG-13) Tuskegee Airmen in World War II 
+ Casablanca – (PG) Classic World War II love story 
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+ Good Night, and Good Luck - (PG)  Broadcast journalist Edward R. Murrow looks to bring down Senator Joseph 
McCarthy. 
+ Thirteen Days – (PG-13) Cold War drama of the Cuban Missile Crisis  
+ 42- (PG-13) Jackie Robinson story 
+ The Help – (PG-13) Set in Mississippi during the 1960s, Skeeter (Stone) is a southern society girl who returns from 
college determined to become a writer, but turns her friends’ lives -- and a Mississippi town -- upside down when she 
decides to interview the black women who have spent their lives taking care of prominent southern families. 
+ Selma – (PG-13) Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960’s.  
+ Ghosts of Mississippi - (PG-13) The widow of murdered civil rights leader Medger Evers and a district attorney 
struggle to finally bring the murderer to justice. 
+ Hidden Figures - (PG-13) The true story of three African-American women in the Civil Rights era and how they 
impacted positive change at NASA during the Space Race of the 1960’s.  
+ The Social Network – (PG-13) Story of founding of Facebook 
 
PLEASE BE AWARE THAT EVEN THOUGH ALL OF THESE MOVIES ARE RATED G/PG/PG13, 
MANY OF THE MORE RECENT PG-13 MOVIES HAVE INAPPROPRIATE LANGUAGE AND SOME 
VIOLENCE/SENSUALITY. BE SURE TO SECURE YOUR PARENTS’ PERMISSION BEFORE 
WATCHING ANY OF THE MOVIES.  
 

Books: (The books are listed, as often possible, in the chronological order of study for the class)  
Americans at War -- Ambrose 
Mayflower - Philbrick 
Founding Brothers - Ellis 
1776 - McCullough 
Patriots: the Men Who Started the American Revolution - A. J. Langguth 
John Adams - McCullough 
Alexander Hamilton - Brookhiser 
The American Sphynx: Thomas Jefferson - Ellis 
The American Revolution: A History - Gordon Wood 
Founding Mothers - Cokie Roberts 
Paul Revere’s Ride - David Hackett Fischer 
Washington’s Crossing - David Hackett Fischer 
Miracle at Philadelphia - Catherine Drinker Bowen 
The Age of Gold - Brands 
Lone Star Nation - Brands 
Team of Rivals - Goodwin 
Battle Cry of Freedom - McPherson 
The Killer Angels - Shaara 
Confederates in the Attic - Horwitz 
Manhunt: The 12 Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer - Swanson 
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee - Brown  
Empire of the Summer Moon - Gwynne 
A Farewell to Arms - Earnest Hemingway 
The Bully Pulpit - Goodwin 
Unbroken - Hillenbrand 
The Bedford Boys - Kershaw 
To America - Ambrose 
Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania - Larson 
Wilson- A. Scott Berg 
Roosevelt’s Purge- Dunn 
Truman - McCullough 
Silent Spring - Rachael Carson 
Thirteen Days - Kennedy & Schlesinger 
1968: The Year that Rocked the World - Kurlansky 
American Sniper - Kyle 
Lies My Teacher Told Me - Loewen 
Profiles in Courage - JFK 
The America that Reagan Built - Woodard 

Reading Report Paper: 
Read one or more of the books and turn in a report 
in the following format (printed 12 font Times 
New Roman or Arial)  
 
1st Paragraph: Describe the plot and/or the 
storyline  
 
2nd Paragraph: Analyze the main characters  
 
3rd Paragraph: As you read the book try to 
determine what the purpose the Author had for the 
writing of the book. Was it to enlighten, illuminate, 
discredit, praise, or promote an agenda? What is 
the author’s background and what else did he/she 
write and determine the bias. Also, try to unearth 
the historical argument. So you need to write a 
strong paragraph explaining the purpose, and then 
the thesis.  
 
4th Paragraph: You will need to write a good 
paragraph telling how you feel about the book. 
What did you take away from it? What questions 
regarding the time period, and American history in 
general did it raise for you? (In order to do all this 
things it would probably benefit you to take notes 
from the book as you go.) 
 



FILM ANALYSIS FORM 
 

Student Name: __________________________________________        Date:__________ 
 
 
1-Film's Title:  
 
 
  
2-Problem / Why?: 
 
 
  
  
  

Main Characters / Key Players. Evaluate as G (Good) or B 
(Bad). Explain Why 
 
1- 
 
2- 
 
3- 
 
4- 
 
5- 
 
 

 
 3-When did the Action Happen? (Time): 
 
4-Where did the Action Happen? (Place):  
 
Describe Key Events in the Film: 
 
1- 
 
2- 
 
3- 
 
4- 
 
5- 
 
6. 
 
7. 
 
8. 
 
 
 
 
End / Resolution / Outcome of Movie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moral Messages / Lessons? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
What are some things that impressed you or that you 
didn’t know prior to watching this movie? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If a friend asked you if they should watch the movie, what 
would you tell them and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


